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Overview of the Year

Over the last year, we have worked hard to implement the changes made to the Living Difference IV within
our curriculum. We have carefully weaved the ‘Golden Threads’ of Special, Belonging, Love and Community
into our RE planning to ensure children are exploring these concepts within each unit of their learning.

We have carefully considered the language used when teaching about different faiths and aim to explore a
range of world views as well as the different facets of each faith. We aim to broaden the childrens’
experiences through artefacts, visitors and visits.

Curriculum Intent, Implementation, Impact - reflect on your intent, what has been implemented & the impact this has had

Intent We are ambitious for all our pupils to achieve well and believe that in order to realise this
we must put character before qualification. We do this through being rooted in our
distinctively Christian values of love, forgiveness, hope and faith. We want our children to
positively impact our world. How do we do all of this? We grow and learn together, ‘In
God’s love.’ Our Christian Values, Learning Behaviours and HeartSmart High Fives work
together to develop the heart and mind of each child and adult in our school.

Implementation As a subject, RE is blocked over the course of a week to ensure that children are able to
develop a deeper understanding of a topic. The cycle of learning enables the children to
communicate their prior knowledge and understanding of a topic in context to initiate
discussions. They can then develop their understanding through the inquiring and
contextualising elements of the cycle, before considering how they can apply their
learning to their everyday lives.

Impact Our children will leave St Marks with a secure awareness and acceptance of a range of
beliefs and cultures, broadening their understanding of the world in which they live. When
children leave St Mark’s we aim for them to have a more secure understanding of their
own beliefs and how to share these in an appropriate manner.

What Performance Information do you monitor for your subject? - such as book looks, data, planning, pupil conferencing etc

Book looks
Pupil Conferencing
Moderation sheets
Assessment Feedback Forms
Lesson Observations

What was progress like within your subject? - eg - good, assessment shows …

Progress in RE is good- the children show a good understanding of the subject as they journey through the
school, bringing a wealth of prior knowledge to lessons which demonstrates a good understanding.

What THREE questions are you considering for future developments in your subject? - eg - effective fieldwork,
teacher confidence, more engagement, pupil views, units that make the biggest impact and why etc

How can we further develop the knowledge of other faiths for all staff members and children?
What resources, artefacts and visits will deepen the children’s understanding of faiths?



How can we monitor children’s retrieval of key knowledge?

How does your subject help to further develop inclusion and diversity in and outside the school gates? - how
does your subject promote inclusion (SEND, vulnerable pupils, EAL etc) How does your subject promote & bring to life diversity?

RE promotes discussion about a diverse range of cultures and beliefs which helps promote awareness and
acceptance of others, and inclusion of all people from all backgrounds.

If there was ONE thing you could change or develop in your subject what would it be?

Increase the range of accessible resources for all the faiths that are taught across the school

What resources have you added to support your subject this year and what was their impact on learning? -eg
- new PE equipment, science equipment, history boxes, DT booklets etc.

New Bibles purchased - class set
Understanding Christianity resources
Resources available from the Diocese
Living difference IV

What key resources do you still need and why? Maximum of three!

We need some resources to support the teaching of the Islamic faith for Y5 and 6 - this may also come in
the form of funding visitors
Resources to support the teaching of the Hindu faith

Why do we teach what we teach?

What are the
SIX key skills for
your subject?

Communicate
Apply
Inquire
Contextualise
Evaluate

How do you
ensure that
every skill is
taught within
your subject?

Within each RE Unit, we work through the Cycle of Inquiry. This allows the children to
explore each of the 5 skills within each topic, with a particular focus on the ‘Contextualise’
element of the cycle.

What is your
rationale for the
curriculum
organisation of
your subject?
Inc. time allocation,
how often it is taught,
links to other subjects
& why,

Our RE units are often taught within a one week blocked unit at the beginning or end of
each half term. We teach in this way to ensure the children can fully immerse themselves
within the topic, and dive deeper into the content. This is aided by the Cycle of Inquiry
which allows the children to build securely on their existing knowledge, before considering
how they can apply what they have learnt to their own lives. We teach one unit of RE per
half term, and have links to a range of other subjects such as Art, Drama and
HeartSmart/PSHE.

What have you
done to confirm
that everything
in the NC is
covered?

N/A - Living Difference IV is the statutory document we use alongside Understanding
Christianity

Describe what a
good learner of
your subject
looks like when
they leave St
Mark’s.What are
the key components of
a good learner in your
subject?

A good learner will have a firm awareness of a range of faiths and cultures. They will be
accepting of all people from all backgrounds, and will have an understanding of their own
beliefs,and be able to share these in an appropriate way.



What does marking, feedback and assessment look like in your subject? - think about Live Feedback, FAGS etc.

Each unit of work has specified statements which are used as an assessment focus. Task design is adapted
by the year group teaching in accordance with the cohort.

How do you know marking, feedback and assessment has been effective for children’s progress?

We use ‘responding to marking’ questions at the end of a stage within the cycle to assess what the children
have learnt from the lesson. The prior knowledge that the children bring to the lessons demonstrate the
success of previous teaching and learning, showing a secure understanding of the topics they have learnt.

What provision do you make for SEND & vulnerable children in your subject? - how is work scaffolded, how might tasks
be adapted?

We provide more scaffolded activities such as pictorial representations or word banks to support children
who may find the learning more challenging. We make allowances for individual needs and use verbal
responses as part of our assessment.

How do you ensure ‘challenge’ for all in your subject and in particular those who are GDS? - what could children
who progress quickly or already know things be challenged?

Questioning within lessons to help deepen and extend their explanations and ideas. Each of our
assessments includes a GDS statement to ensure we challenge our learners.

What training and development have you received in your subject? - courses, books read, social media followed, subject
associations joined etc.

RE Network meetings
Understanding Christianity training
Understanding Christianity and Salvation training Introduction for new teachers to RE leadership
Using Understanding Christianity with Living Difference IV 2022-23

How has this training and development impacted the learning and progress of children?

Extensive training was provided to ensure staff were confident in delivering Understanding Christianity, this
has been evident in the knowledge that the children have.

What barriers to developing your subject have you encountered and how have you overcome these? - If you
haven’t overcome these, you may want to write what would help.

The need to re-design the curriculum around the new Living Difference IV syllabus. We have attended
training to inform us and ensure we have made the correct changes.

What makes your subject ambitious?
Within RE at St Marks, we push our children to think deeply and respectfully about the beliefs that they hold,
as well as the beliefs of others within a range of faiths and world views. We have high expectations for our
learners, and scaffold learning accordingly to remove barriers to learning and ensure all children can reach
the same objectives.
RE is taught as a discrete subject and is blocked over a week each half term to highlight its value and to
ensure that children are able to immerse themselves fully in the topic that we are covering and build on.
Further links to the RE curriculum are woven into all aspects of our school, from our learning behaviours and
HeartSmart, to our collective worship.
Key themes and ideas such as ‘Incarnation’ and ‘Salvation’ are re-visited each year throughout the children's
journey from Year R to Year 6, allowing children to build on prior knowledge, and deepen their understanding
of key events in the Christian Calendar.
Our cycle of learning (Enquire, Contextualise, Evaluate, Communicate, Apply) ensures that our teaching
starts with the children’s current knowledge and awareness of a topic, allowing us to build on and extend
their understanding.
As they progress through the school, we build on prior knowledge and encourage the children to think
critically about the faiths that they learn about to formulate their own ideas and views. An example of this is



creation, which children learn about in Year 1 and revisit in Year 3 and 6; culminating in the year 6 children
exploring the question: Creation and Science: conflicting or complementary?

What makes your subject tailored for St Mark's children?
Our curriculum takes into consideration the faiths that children hold within our school, whilst also
ensuring we explore additional faiths and world views to support our children in developing an
awareness and acceptance of all faiths and beliefs.

What are the key aspects of your subject that you want children to learn?
We want our children to leave St Marks prepared to interact with people of all faiths and world views
with compassion, understanding and acceptance. To equip our children for the wider world, we
endeavour to provide a curriculum that explores a range of faiths and world views, ensuring they have a
clear awareness and understanding of a range of views.

What does SEN look like in your subject?
To ensure all children can access our RE lessons, resources and planning is adapted by class teachers
to minimise barriers to learning. Our resources are carefully considered and adapted to ensure that all
pupils can access our RE curriculum. An example of this may be to provide pictorial representations of
ideas, word banks and stem sentences to support children in recording their ideas, or use art and drama
to share ideas.

What are the key elements of your action plan for September 2022 - July 2023?

- Pupil conferencing
- Book looks
- Look at resources available and how we can improve them
- Attend course on revised Living Difference- Include updates within Staff Training


